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f it seems like just yesterday
that a fresh-faced 21-year-old
with a voice 10 times her size
was crushing the competition
on American Idol, you’re not
alone. But those Idol tryouts
were in 2004, and a lot has
happened to Carrie Underwood
since she claimed the season four
title, including scoring 18 No. 1
Billboard singles, selling more than
64 million records and winning six
Grammys. That’s a nice little decade by anyone’s standards.
To cap 10 years in the biz with
a bang, Carrie dropped her new
album, Greatest Hits: Decade #1, on
Dec. 9. The 25-song album includes
a cross section of her biggest hits,
two new studio tracks and four
songs in never-before-released versions. How’s that for a 31-year-old
in the prime of her career?
To commemorate her decadelong dominance, Carrie joined
Country Weekly for a walk down
memory lane, as CW picked 10
of our favorite Carrie events over
the past 10 years for the inaugural
Carrie Underwood Decathlon.

CARRIE BY JEREMY COWART/SCHMIDT RELATIONS; WINNING IDOL BY Ray Mickshaw/FOX

The
World’s
Greatest
1d0l
10 years.
10 events.
10 times the fun.
Welcome to
the Carrie
Underwood
Decathlon.

by jim casey

Carrie Underwood
wins season four
of American Idol
in 2005.
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As a farm girl from Checotah, Okla., Carrie burst onto
the scene and into America’s
heart during the fourth season
of American Idol. Cute as a button with a voice as powerful as a
cannon, Carrie left no doubt night
after night who the next American
Idol was going to be. (Sorry, Bo
Bice, it wasn’t even close.) Even
judge Simon Cowell predicted Carrie’s coronation early in the competition—and he’s never wrong.
Total Recall: “I learned so
much on American Idol. I’m an
observer, and I’m the kind of
person who can sit back and
take it all in and really learn
from an experience like that.
It all happened in such a short
amount of time. We went from
being nobodies to people recognizing us on the street.”
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Some Hearts
2005 p

Riding the wave of momentum from her Idol
success, Carrie wasted no
time releasing her debut album, Some Hearts, which
featured No. 1 singles “Jesus,
Take the Wheel,” “Wasted” and
“Before He Cheats.” The album
solidified Carrie as a true superstar, garnering universal praise,
selling more than 7 million copies
in the U.S. and netting a bevy of
awards, including Grammys for
Best New Artist and Best Female
Country Vocal Performance.
Total Recall: “All of the sudden, I’ve got a record deal and
a song on the radio and a new
album? I felt like all of it was just
such an amazing experience in
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Grand Ole
Opry Induction
2008 q

As a child growing up in
Oklahoma, Carrie watched
the Grand Ole Opry on
television at her grandparents’
house. Just three years into her
country music career, childhood
hero Randy Travis surprised Carrie with a Grand Ole Opry invitation at a performance in March
2008. Less than two months
later, fellow Okie Garth Brooks
inducted her into the esteemed
organization.
Total Recall: “I think being a
member of the Grand Ole Opry
is just one of the most special
things for anybody who has ever
wanted to be a country music
singer. It’s just such a cool thing.
There’s no other genre of music
that has something like it—you
can be a member of this club. It’s
just such a special, elite family.
It’s definitely one of my proudest
moments and highest honors.”
Fellow Okie Garth Brooks
inducts Carrie into the
Grand Ole Opry in 2008.
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Get in
the Game

that I just learned so much so
fast and somehow managed to
keep up with it all.”

idol era carrie by ray mickshaw/fox; garth & carrie by rick diamond/getty images; brad & carrie by bob d’amico/getty images; mike & carrie by benkey/aff; workout photo courtesy carrie underwood twitter
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American Idol
2005 q
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CMA Awards
Co-host
2008 p

For the past seven years,
when November rolls
around, you’ve been
able to count on Carrie and Brad
Paisley being front and center as
co-hosts of the Country Music
Association Awards show. With
their siblinglike interaction and
witty banter—as well as Carrie’s
multiple wardrobe changes—
the duo has been able to keep
millions of viewers entertained
and tuning in each year from
2008 to 2014.
Total Recall: “Brad and I
want to make people laugh and
be a part of something to escape
some of the drama of the world.
I feel like we are really good at
complementing each other as
far as things one of us is really
good at that the other is not
so good at and vice versa. We
are good at balancing each other
out. It makes for a fun evening.”

You can’t start a decathlon—or any fitness
endeavor—without the
proper attire. No worries.
Carrie has you covered,
as she has partnered with
Dick’s Sporting Goods to
create Calia by Carrie Underwood, a line of fitness
apparel that is made to
fit the active lifestyles
of women. Calia apparel
will be sold exclusively
at Dick’s nationwide
and online starting in
March 2015. Check out
Carrie’s workout gear at
CountryWeekly.com.
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Marriage
2010 t

Carrie began dating Ottawa Senators hockey
player Mike Fisher after
they met at one of her
concerts in late 2008. By July
2010, wedding bells were ringing, as the happy couple tied the
knot at the Reynolds Plantation
in Greensboro, Ga., surrounded
by 250 family and friends, including Garth Brooks, Tim McGraw
and Faith Hill. In February 2011,
Mike was traded from Ottawa to
the Nashville Predators, giving
Carrie a chance to spend more
time with her husband and watch
more hockey—something that’s
been a fun experience for her.
Total Recall: “Being from
Oklahoma, we didn’t really
have hockey, but it’s so much fun.
I’m kinda sad we didn’t have a
team that was close growing up,
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Blown
Away Tour
2012 q

We could have picked
any one of Carrie’s three
headlining tours, but her
Blown Away Tour was her first
worldwide showcase, featuring 114 performances throughout North America, Europe and
Australia. Carrie rocked the stage
for more than 850,000 fans and
grossed more than $51 million. Her
shows were so noteworthy that
the Country Music Hall of Fame
and Museum later displayed The

Blown Away Tour Exhibit, which
featured costumes, set pieces and
other novelties from the tour. For
Carrie, seeing an artist on tour is
all about the chance to experience
live music. She still gets goose
bumps from not only performing
but also watching other performers, including one of her idols.
Total Recall: “I’m just excited
to be in the presence of music
happening. I don’t get to go to
too many concerts anymore, but
I got to see Garth Brooks in Chicago recently. It’s just such a cool
thing to hear music happening.
For it to be Garth—he’s another
one from Oklahoma, so he was
everywhere when I was growing
up. It’s such a cool moment to go
to a Garth concert, and I got to
go up and say hi to him afterwards. It was just a thrill. There’s
nothing like a live experience.”

7

The Sound
of Music Live
2013 p

Carrie brought the Rodgers and Hammerstein
musical to live television
for more than 18 million viewers when she undertook her
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most ambitious project to date:
starring as Maria von Trapp in
The Sound of Music Live. Carrie
reprised the iconic role made
famous by Julie Andrews in the
film version, and while critics were quick to question her
acting chops, it’s her moxie to
tackle any project that we adore.
Oh, and did we mention that the
three-hour performance earned
four Emmy nominations?
Total Recall: “We don’t have
enough family events on TV. We
don’t have enough live music
on TV. This is all of that. This
is something you can sit down
with anybody of any age and
watch together and enjoy. It’s
just such a beautiful story. The
music is beautiful.”

8

Vocal
Sharing
2014 p

Over the last decade, Carrie
has selflessly shown there’s
plenty of her to go around,
often lending her vocal talents to
countless other albums, including
projects by Randy Travis, Brad
Paisley and Aerosmith. In 2014,
Carrie’s contributions were heard
on new albums from Miranda Lambert, Michael W. Smith and The
Swon Brothers. Zach and Colton
Swon stepped in for Carrie on this
Total Recall to talk about what a
great talent—and friend—she is.

sound of music photo by will hart/nbc; blown away perf by rick diamond/schmidt relations; carrie & sb by rick diamond/academy of country music; Carrie & DOGS courtesy carrie underwood instagram

but it’s definitely exciting to watch
now and support Mike. There’s
still stuff that happens during a
game and I’m like, ‘What just went
on?’ But it’s great to watch him
out there on the ice—he’s such a
hard worker. It really makes it so
enjoyable for me to watch when
he’s out there because I know the
effort he’s put in.”

Carrie
Underwood
Greatest Hits:
Decade #1

6 “Before He Cheats”
7 “Wasted”
8 “So Small”
9 “All-American Girl”
10 “Last Name”
11 “Just a Dream”
12 “I Told You So”
		 (feat. Randy Travis)

Disc 1
1 “Something in the Water”
2 “Little Toy Guns”
3 “Inside Your Heaven”
4 “Jesus, Take the Wheel”
5 “Don’t Forget to
		 Remember Me”

Disc 2
1 “Cowboy Casanova”
2 “Temporary Home”
3 “Undo It”
4 “Mama’s Song”
5 “Remind Me”
		 (duet with Brad Paisley)

Total Recall: “You can’t say
enough about her,” says Zach.
“She’s had the same voice since
she was 12 years old. Her character shines through on everything
she does. She’s a superstar.”
Colton says, “She didn’t have
to sing on our record, and most
people wouldn’t if you asked
them to, especially on a debut
album, but Carrie is just such a
special person. She immediately
agreed when we asked her. She’s
an awesome friend.”
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Baby on
Board
2014 q

It’s no secret that Carrie
and Mike are expecting
their first child. The momto-be turned social media on its
head when she sent out an Insta-

gram on Labor Day announcing
the big news. And thanks to Brad
Paisley’s reveal at this year’s CMA
Awards, we now know the stork
is delivering a baby boy to the
happy couple this spring. While
Carrie’s life has been in the spotlight for the past decade, she and
Mike value their privacy when it
comes to baby Fisher. But she’s
happy to talk about one aspect of
her growing family: love.
Total Recall: “My own parents
were such a good example for
me and my sisters growing up,
and we were never without love. I
feel like that’s the most important
thing. Mike and I talk through a lot
of stuff about things we want to
do for and with our kids, and the
kind of people we want them to
grow up to be and how to achieve
that and how to instill good values
and hardworking principles in
them, and it starts with love.”
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Greatest
Hits:
Decade #1
2014 p

On Dec. 9, Carrie celebrated 10 incredible
years in the music industry by
releasing a new album, Great-

6 “Good Girl”
7 “Blown Away”
8 “Two Black Cadillacs”
9 “See You Again”
10 “How Great Thou Art”
		 (with Vince Gill)
11 “So Small”*
12 “Last Name”*
13 “Mama’s Song”*
*writing session worktapes

est Hits: Decade #1, a two-disc,
25-song offering that features
an array of No. 1 hits from her
four studio albums, four neverbefore-released renditions and
two new songs. The album’s
lead single, “Something in the
Water,” has already scored
rave reviews for both its balladdriven vocals and dance-filled
music video.
Total Recall: “First, when we
started talking about this whole
thing, I was like, ‘I’m not old
enough to have a greatest-hits
album.’ I started going through
the albums, and I was like, ‘If I
wait much longer, it’s gonna be
a three-disc album. We’d better
do it now or we’re gonna have to
start cutting things and chopping
some stuff.’ I really didn’t want to
do that. I really wanted to make
it a true greatest-hits album, and
I’ve been so fortunate to have
that many songs be played on
the radio and do well on the
radio. Well, now’s the time—10
years seems perfect.” CW
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