Brett
Eldredge
has always
had a
big voice.
Now, he’s
swimming
with the
big fish.
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acey Musgraves. Hunter
Hayes. The Band Perry. Zac Brown
Band. Darius Rucker. Those heavy
hitters are the five previous winners of
the CMA New Artist of the Year award.
Brett Eldredge, 28, can add his name
to that list. The Paris, Ill., native took home the coveted 2014
award from a pool that included Brandy Clark, Cole Swindell, Kip Moore and Thomas Rhett.
For a man who celebrated his recent No. 1 single, “Beat
of the Music,” by scuba diving with sharks, the New Artist of
the Year award solidifies Brett’s place in the deep end of the
country music industry with the rest of the big fish.
“Before the award was announced, I was looking online
at some of the past winners,” says Brett. “Guys like Keith
Urban and Brad Paisley won this award. Wow, just wow. This
can give a huge jolt to your career. This honor can help you
achieve more dreams. People who won this award are now
selling out stadiums. It’s a cool feeling.”
A dozen or so years ago, when Brett was a teenager back
in his hometown of Paris, he’d cruise around the lake in his
old boat, “Bessie,” blaring Brooks & Dunn from a CD player
he installed himself. Moved by the music of Ronnie Dunn
and Kix Brooks, Brett decided that there was a “Red Dirt
Road” and “Neon Moon” in his future, or, at least, he was
going to do his best to try to make that a reality.
“I’ve always had this big voice that wanted to come out of

Brett Eldredge
takes home the
2014 CMA New
Artist of the
Year award.

me, but I sang so many different ways,” says Brett. “I was just
trying to find my way—then I heard Brooks & Dunn. I could
feel it from Ronnie’s voice and it grabbed ahold of me. I literally burnt through three of Brooks & Dunn’s greatest-hits
CDs on that boat. I decided that’s the kind of music I wanted
to make, and I’ve been trying to do that ever since.”
Brett has come a long way since moving to Nashville in
2006 to pursue that dream. Like he said, he’s always had the
big voice, growing up singing to the likes of family favorites
Aerosmith and Frank Sinatra, but it wasn’t until his first songwriters’ circle at a local club that he realized he still had a lot
of work to do if he was going to make a splash in Music City.
“When I moved to Nashville, I knew three songs on
the guitar, maybe,” says Brett. “I always had a buddy who
played, and I would just sing for whoever would play. But
then I went to a songwriters’ night—my first one—and
showed up and saw people onstage by themselves singing
with their guitars and saying why they wrote the song and
the story behind it. I decided then and there that I had a lot
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of work in front of me. I took my guitar and locked myself in
a room all summer and played songs and recorded them
on my computer, all the while learning chords and writing.
It took a while to develop all that, but I figured out what it
was like to fight for something I wanted.”
The result of that hard work eventually landed Brett a publishing deal and then a record deal with Atlantic Records in
2009. During the next two years, he released two singles that
had moderate success. In 2012, in anticipation of his debut
album, Bring You Back, Brett dropped the single “Don’t Ya,”
which landed at No. 1 on Billboard’s Country Airplay chart.
He followed that up in 2013 with another No. 1 single, “Beat
of the Music,” which helped his album reach No. 2. And the
strength of that album has a lot to do with his CMA win.
“I remember the feeling of what it was like to be a nobody
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and the thousands of miles between shows and meeting
new people in radio and in the business,” says Brett. “I was
battling, and then more and more people started showing
up at my concerts, and I’d release a song and watch it climb
the charts, hoping it’d get to No. 1. The whole thing was
like a roller coaster ride getting to that stage at the CMAs. I
could see my family and manager from up there—the people who have helped me get there. To be able to share that
with them was truly special.”
With the springboard from the CMA award, Brett isn’t just
treading water. He’s already recorded six songs for his sophomore album, which he’s hoping to release in 2015.
“I’ve been stockpiling songs for over a year since my first
album came out,” says Brett. “I don’t want to make two albums and be done, I want to make 20. I want to be touring
with my greatest hits in 40 years. The pressure of the second album is a pressure, but I’ve never felt this comfortable
in the studio in my life. 2015 is gonna be a big year.”
About 180 miles south of Chicago, Paris boasts a sign to all
who enter the city of nearly 9,000 people: “Home of Nashville
Recording Artist Brett Eldredge.” Paris may want to change it
to “CMA New Artist of the Year Brett Eldredge.” Or, they could
wait another year to see what he accomplishes next.
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Brett performs
at the 2014 CMA
Country Christmas
holiday special;
(right, from top)
Brett celebrates
his No. 1 singles,
“Beat of the Music”
and “Don’t Ya,” by
scuba diving with
sharks and sky diving, respectively.

