
Coming 
in  
Hot

la-747

With the release of their new  
album,      , Lady Antebellum 

is flying high. 

Under the bright lights of a video setup, Hillary Scott, Charles Kel-
ley and Dave Haywood, better known as country trio Lady Antebellum, sit on 
a leather couch at Nashville’s Rosewall, a 1930s-era warehouse that’s been 
converted into an event hall. The humid August day is made a little hotter un-

der those bright lights, but Lady A isn’t 
sweating it right now. They are flying 
high in anticipation of the release of 
their fifth studio album, 747, which 
dropped on Sept. 30. 

To say they have high hopes for the 
new album would be an understate-
ment. Their recently released single 
from the album, “Bartender,” which 
they premiered on American Idol in 
May, hit No. 1 on Billboard’s Country 
Airplay chart, and the video is nomi-
nated for CMA Video of the Year. The 

buzz for 747 is palpable, and Lady A is happy to buzz about it. 
The direction of the new album is the topic of conversation at the 

moment, and the members of the trio look eagerly at one another to 
decide who gets to explode with the answer. At times, they’re so jacked 
about a question, they can’t help but all talk at once. 

story by Jim Casey
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lady antebellum 
members (from left) 
dave haywood,  
hillary scott and 
Charles Kelley
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“This album is definitely our most 
in-your-face. It’s the biggest-sounding 
record we’ve ever made,” says Charles. 
“Yeah, we wanted songs that had mo-
mentum and energy, and that’s why 
we named the album 747, because we 
wanted it to come at you with a lot of 
force and energy, like a 747 jet,” con-
tinues Hillary, before Dave finishes the 
thought by saying, “We felt an inspira-
tion and energy unlike anything we’ve 
ever felt. We loved working on this 
album and went out of our comfort 
zones and pushed ourselves.”

“Energetic” seems to be the cur-
rent theme that Lady A is trying to 
get across right now. Not only is it 
written across their faces, but it’s 
also packed into the songs on 747, 
including “Bartender,” “Downtown” 
and “747,” the soaring title track built 
around the singers’ three-part harmo-

nies. The new album still features a 
couple of the band’s signature-sound-
ing mid-tempo ballads, “One Great 
Mystery” and “Damn You Seventeen,” 
but this album is really about going 
big or going home. 

“We worked with a new producer, 
Nathan Chapman, this time around, 
and we went in with the mind-set that 
we wanted to make the most energet-
ic, loud record we’ve ever made,” says 
Charles. “There’s still a couple ballads 

and mid-tempos, but even those re-
ally chug along with a lot more groove 
to them. I think the fans are going to 
be really surprised. It’s just different. 
I think we stepped outside the box a 
little bit for us on this record, and we 
knew we needed to. It was time to 
show a different side of the band, and 
maybe show the more fun side.”

It’s not like Lady A wasn’t having 
fun before this album—and they’ve got 
seven Grammys to prove it since form-

ing in 2006. In fact, their four previous 
studio albums—Lady Antebellum, Need 
You Now, Own the Night, and Golden—
have collectively sold more than  
9 million copies. And if you really want 
to talk about having fun, Kate Upton—
who starred in the trio’s “Bartender” 
video—doesn’t sound like the worst 
person to spend your day with on set. 

“It’s the first video the boys were 
early to their call times,” Hillary says 
with a laugh, while Dave and Charles 

smile slyly. “They needed to make 
sure everything fit Kate well. We won 
the lottery with the casting depart-
ment, with Kate Upton and Tony 
Hale [Arrested Development, Veep] 
saying yes. It was really fun. Hope-
fully it puts a smile on your face and 
makes you laugh, and that pretty 
much sums up the entire day.”

If you see Hillary and the boys smil-
ing a lot, it’s because they know they 
have a lot to be happy about, which 

is different than just grinning for the 
cameras. Lady A seems genuinely 
thankful for everything they’ve ac-
complished, what the new album is 
capable of doing and where they are 
individually in their personal lives—
happy marriages and new additions 
to their immediate families (which is 
synonymous with the Lady A family). 
Hillary and husband Chris Tyrrell, 
who is Lady A’s drummer, welcomed 
daughter Eisele in July 2013. Dave and 
his wife, Kelli Cashiola, welcomed son 
Cash Van in September 2014. 

In fact, the addition of Eisele to 
the family might have a little to do 
with the new album’s energy. Hillary 
used a separate tour bus this year so 
she could bring Eisele along. Dave 
and Charles, in turn, transformed the 
back of their tour bus into a studio. 

“Hillary would come over and we 
wrote the whole [747] record on our 

“We felt an inspiration and energy 
unlike anytHing We’ve ever felt.”

— DAve HAyWooD

LADY ANTEbELLUM CONTiNUED

Who’s thirsty? (From left) ac-
tors tony hale and Kate Upton 
with dave, hillary and Charles 
on the “bartender” video set.  
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bus,” says Charles. “We would have 
writers come out on the road with us, 
so literally we would write a song and 
for the next hour or two Dave would 
put together a little work-tape demo 
in the back. Within a day we had this 
kind of one-stop shop. So Hillary’s old 
bedroom was put to good use.”

Instead of finding the balance be-
tween work and family for this new 
album, Lady Antebellum melded 
family with work. Time—and album 
sales—will tell if the recipe was a 
commercial success, but the trio and 
their loved ones feel like it was al-
ready a success on a familial level.

“My husband and daughter were 
on the road with us,” says Hillary. 
“Charles and Dave had their wives 
out with us a good bit, so we can all 
have our families with us a lot of the 
time, which really helps and is such 
a blessing. The other beautiful thing 
about being part of country music is 
they promote both family and career. 
That’s something we’ve watched our 
peers go through. We have the sup-
port of our families, especially at this 
pivotal point, so the past 10 months, 
we’ve hunkered down and worked 
and they’ve been so supportive.”

The trio has come a long way since 
forming in 2006. It wasn’t that long 
ago that Charles was working in the 
construction business, Dave was do-
ing computer security and Hillary 
was being unceremoniously rejected 
from—not one, but two—American 
Idol tryouts. She didn’t even get to 
perform for the judges, but that’s 
what happens when you let interns 
and production assistants try to sepa-
rate the talent from the chaff. Hillary, 
however, isn’t bitter in the least bit.

“We’ve had the opportunity to per-

Hillary
“We started writing shortly after my daughter was 
born, but really kicked into gear writing on the road 
once the tour started at the end of January. And 
it was like songwriting boot camp. We were writ-
ing every single weekend on tour, had songwrit-

ers out a ton, and wrote more for this record that we 
have since probably our first album. We’re really excited 

about it. it’s fun to see—even now, putting a handful of songs in 
the live show—how they’re connecting. When the whole project 
gets out, it will be fun to see what the fans gravitate toward.”

Dave
“i think we attacked the writing with a fresh ap-
proach. We approached songwriting with a lot 
more energy. There’s a lot higher focus in the writ-
ing room now for some of the big moments in the 
live show. And how we can create songs like ‘bar-

tender’ and ‘Freestyle’ that are a lot of fun to play 
live. Anytime we started with a slow idea, we’d say, 

‘Stop, stop. Let’s work on more of the high-energy, in-your-face 
type songs for this record.’”

Charles
“i think writing has always been at the core of the 
group. One thing that was a lot more fun with this 
record is Dave brought in a lot of half-done demos 
to write to. He had a lot of tracks he put together 

at his home studio, with different guitar riffs. The 
guitar riff to ‘bartender’ was started in his studio. So 

it just opened us up to a different style of writing, and 
took us out of our comfort zone in a good way, so that was fun. 
Dave brought in these fresh ideas, made it exciting and fresh.”

songWriting 
Boot Camp
The energetic sounds on Lady 
Antebellum’s new album, 747, 
are no accident. When the trio 
decided they wanted to make a 
new album, they really went all 
in, creating frenetic lyrics to give 
the album an in-your-face sound 
that they hope will resonate with 
fans. Here’s what each member 
had to say about the process.

form on the American Idol stage a 
couple of times, and every time you go 
back, you see these contestants who 
are so talented and who are going 
after it week after week trying to get 
the attention of America to give them 
the opportunity to have this career. 
For me, it’s always an opportunity to 
go and say, you know what, this is an 
amazing chance to get noticed and be 
seen, but it’s not the only way you can 
make it, and that’s what I always try to 
tell the contestants we meet for a lot 
of these shows over the years. Just be-
cause you get one no, it doesn’t mean 
that the next answer will be a no. It 
could be yes, so don’t give up.”

So if Lady A likes to pay it forward, 
it’s because they appreciate what they 
have now. It’s part of the reason they 

launched 7FOR7, a weeklong cam-
paign during 747’s release where the 
band traveled across the country to 
surprise and fulfill seven wishes for 
seven fans in seven days, including 
helping a needy family pay for grocer-
ies for a year and setting up a scholar-
ship for a nursing student who lost 
both of her parents at a young age. 

And the hits just keep coming for 
the goodhearted trio. On Oct. 10, 
Lady A performed at the Grand Ole 
Opry to help ring in the iconic Nash-
ville venue’s 89th birthday. Just like 
the first question about the direction 
of the new album, the Opry is anoth-
er subject that gets the trio busting at 
the seams to talk about. 

“We always hear a good story from 
someone, learn something, see old 

friends—we’re always excited to play 
that stage and step on that circle,” 
says Hillary, as Charles takes over, 
“It’s always a special night, the crowd 
is always respectful and has a rever-
ence to it,” before Dave sums it up 
with, “Total honor.” 

But it wouldn’t be gentlemanly to let 
the boys have the last word, so Dave 
and Charles back off for a moment to 
let Hillary get in the final word or two 
about the state of Lady Antebellum.

“We came in so refreshed to this 
album,” she says. “After taking 
seven months off, we hit the reset 
button and recharged. Now, we are 
coming in hot.”

There’s nothing the boys can add 
to that, so they just smile and nod 
in agreement.  CW

LADY ANTEbELLUM CONTiNUED

hillary’s daughter, eisele, helps 
Charles with sound check; 
(right) lady a performs at lP 
Field in nashville; (below) lady 
a surprises Carrie Warfel (sec-
ond row, center) with a picnic as 
part of their 7For7 campaign. 
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